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The children are mostly cripples in mind and body." x As in
nearly every Court of the eighteenth century (though not at
George Ill's), there was a recognized mistress, a mattresse
titree, at the Court of even this virtuous prince.
In 1780 Charles William Ferdinand succeeded to the ducal
throne of Brunswick-Wolfenbiittel. For twenty-six years, until
his death after Auerstadt and the annexation by Napoleon,
the duchy was one of the two most happily governed states in
the Empire (Baden was the other), the Duke (with Carl Fried-
rich of Baden) the most enlightened prince. The dashing
cavalry general, the hero of Crefeld and Minden, showed no
desire to maintain the parade of soldiery. He spared the
depleted finances of his duchy by keeping only a small army.
He attended to roads, common lands, and education, and
in 1794 conceded to the Estates, the ancient representative
Assembly, control of the public revenues. He had able men for
his administration: F6ronce, a member of the famous Leipzig
family of French origin, as chief Minister; two Jews, Jacobson
and Ephraim, for finance; his old tutor, the AbW Jerusalem, for
the headship of the Collegium Carolinum, the Ritter-Akademie,
or school for sons of noblemen, at Brunswick; Lessing as his
librarian at Wolfenbuttel.2 His Court was well conducted.
The Duke did not gamble, drank milk, and took his relaxation
in a game of chess or in playing the violin, on which he was a
skilful performer. Numbers of the cultured aristocracy and
wealthy bourgeoisie, the international society which was the glory
of the capitals of Europe, visited the Court of the famous Duke
and admired his character and his reforms. He was equally at
home in conversing with distinguished travellers in French
or in speaking with his own subjects in the homely Brunswick
patois. After the death of the great Frederick of Prussia, in
1786, Brunswick and Weimar were the most famous states in
the Empire, their happiness unmarred until the French
1  Fitzmaurice, op. at., p. 17.
2  Leasing was appointed librarian at Wolfenbuttel in 1769, while Chades
William was still only Hereditary Prince; his fruitful literary period at the
ducal library lasted until his death, in 1781.